Chapter 11: Corporate Crime and its Victims

Self Study Questions

The costs and extent of corporate and white-collar crime “could well exceed those associated with conventional crime” (Croall 2001:42). Discuss the accuracy and implications of this claim.

1. Your answer will provide a series of indications of the scale and frequency of a range of different types of corporate crime, with examples, consider the physical and economic impacts; address the social costs (and distribution) of these; and compare with some specific aspects of conventional crimes. 
2. It will in this way address the issue of whether such corporate crimes are marginal or typical, confined to certain sectors/types of organisation, and so on. 
3. In terms of implications, an argument could then be developed in terms of political visibility, media attention, academic focus, and also what the scale of corporate crimes means for various criminal justice processes; again, comparison could be made with criminal justice system approaches and responses  to conventional offending, not least as these affect victims.

In what ways do State approaches to corporate offending, in the enforcement of law and in responses to violations of law, impact upon the experiences of victims of corporate crimes?

1. Your answer will set out the main contours of regulation and enforcement with regards to corporations, noting their basis in the political (and popular) assumption that what are being dealt with here are somehow distinct from ‘real’ crimes (thus regulated not policed). This claim rests on assumptions that the offenders, offences and effects involved with corporate crimes differ from real crimes.
2. The answer will then consider how the criminal justice system responds when cases of corporate crime are successfully prosecuted, noting the range and level of sanctions invoked.  Again the tendency here is to underscore the separation of corporate crimes from real crimes. 
3. In general, the answer will argue that the net effect of these processes, in the enforcement of law and in responses to violations of law, is to deny to victims the sense that they are actually victims of crimes, with implications for justice, accountability, equity and so on.
